Town of Jefferson

Office of the Planning Board

Minutes

February 9, 2021
Members present:  Chairman Gil Finch, Jason Call, Michael Meehan, Donna Laurent, Gordon Rebello
Absent:  Kevin Meehan, Selectmen’s representative; Wayne Kellner, alternate; Bob Roy, alternate
Others present:  Charlene Wheeler, Board secretary; June Garneau, Olin Garneau
The meeting was held virtually.  Thanks again to Donna Laurent for setting up the meeting for the Board.
Minutes
Donna Laurent made the motion to approve as read the January 26, 2021 meeting minutes, seconded by Michael Meehan.  The vote to accept the motion was unanimous.
Consultations
June Garneau (MAPS) joined Board Members again to work on the Master Plan.  They began by reviewing edits to a draft of Chapter 10 – Regional Considerations.  An analysis of a question, number 42 on the Master Plan survey results, asking people where they worked was revised to hopefully give a more accurate picture.  The Board edited information about the Jefferson Historical Society which soon may be moving into the Jefferson Municipal Community Center (the former Jefferson Elementary School).  The question was asked if the name Jefferson Municipal Community Center should be used.  If, how, or when has been officially adopted?  Some landmarks in the town were discussed but they sit on land privately owned.  Should the name be used at this point in the Master Plan.  Also, the chapter summary and goals added an additional line:  To access other areas in the town that may provide scenic views.   
The Board then began discussing the first draft of Chapter 6 – Economic Development.  From survey responses this issue did not seem to be the major thrust of the town.  Industrial areas, box type stores, and chains were ranked very low.  Lines were added to the chapter summary and goals: Retaining existing business base in Jefferson and helping existing business base grow.  June said she would edit the Chapter 6 draft and send fresh copies to Board members.  She and the Board will tentatively meet again on March 9 to continue work   The Board secretary will inform June when we are closer to the date.  At this point June and Olin left the meeting.      
Communications
The Board secretary reported the warrant articles requiring a written ballot will be voted on at the polls as usual on March 9 with the actual town meeting being held further into the spring when the weather is warmer.  The warrant articles are published on the town website.  The Select Board said they can only state they recommend an article if there is a dollar amount of money involved for an expenditure.
Copies of Selectmen’s minutes can be read on the town’s website and any questions brought to the next Planning Board meeting 
Unfinished Business

Board members were updated on cleanup, recovery, and replacement of items after the town hall was destroyed. The electronics were a total lost and will be replaced as soon as possible.  What records, reference materials, office items, etc. that may be recovered is still unknown.  Water and smoke damages were quite substantial and the town office structure itself cannot be saved.  A committee has been appointed to organize the recovery effort.  The goal is to have the town office begin operation in the former school building by March 1.  Voting will also take place at the school on March 9.  The Planning Board secretary said she has many documents saved on her personal computer including minutes, communications and notices, needed forms, past reports to the town. and such documents as the Land Use Ordinance and the Subdivision Regulations and Procedures as needed.  Floodplain maps which were destroyed have already been ordered.  A replacement for one of the brand-new Planning and Zoning Handbook is needed as probably will the ink stamps used when approving plats.   
Michael Meehan made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Donna Laurent.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
_________________________

Charlene Wheeler

Secretary to the Board
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